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Col’ Cacchio Pizzeria at Canal Walk 
 

Tickets are almost sold out so phone now to book or you will miss out. 
No ticket (to be paid on collection) – no entry 

 
�

Nicole        Hilda               Bev 

Editor & Co 

Hello Members, 
I know that I am always on about your accounts and the fact that if you 
owe money to please bring your account up to date. Well today is no 
different so if you owe money please pay your account blah blah 
blah……. 
For those who have paid, thank you, thank you… 
From Yes that’s right it’s me 
Hilda 

Normally this space is handled and  
edited by none other than the 
birthday girl,   so…… Nicole and I 
(Hilda) had to take the reins for this 
particular birthday entry 
 
Hey Diddle Diddle, the cat and the 
fiddle.  Blah Blah Black Sheep…… 
 
We would like to take this 
opportunity and wish our very 
friendly receptionist a very happy, 
happy birthday. We are hijacking 
this space in order to put in the 
birthday picture 

 

Hmm, that’s 
why they only 
co-edit! ! ! !  
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Safety 

��
 

Personal Limits – G.Pinnock (Safety Officer) 
 
By now, most of you will have heard about KKU. For those that haven’t, here is an extract from the safety 
report: 
The student was on a solo cross country flight, building hours towards the PPL. After a briefing by the 
instructor, the student departed Cape Town at about 12:45B for Ceres. The aircraft was signed out correctly, 
and a mass and balance for each leg of the flight was completed. After performing a touch and go at Ceres, 
the student flew to Robertson for a touch and go. While joining overhead, the student observed a strong 
crosswind. The student was high on final approach, and touched down about 1/3rd of the way down the 
runway. After touchdown, the aircraft veered to the right. The student attempted a go-around, and the aircraft 
ran off the right hand side of the runway. The aircraft got airborne briefly, then impacted the ground and 
flipped onto its back. 
 
Risk Management 
The FAA has a very good manual on risk management, which I urge all of you to read. It is available online 
(http://www.faa.gov/library/manuals/aviation/media/FAA-H-8083-2.pdf), or in hardcopy format from the club. 
“ Once you have done all the thinking required to establish baseline personal minimums, all you need to do 
next is stick to the plan. As most pilots know, that task is a lot harder than it sounds, especially when the flight 
is for a trip that you really want to make, or when you are staring into the faces of your disappointed 
passengers. Here’s where personal minimums can be an especially valuable tool.  Professional pilots live by 
the numbers, and so should you. Pre-established hard numbers can make it a lot easier to make a smart no go 
or divert decision than a vague sense that you can “probably” deal with the conditions that you are facing at 
any given time. In addition, a written set of personal minimums can also make it easier to explain tough 
decisions to passengers who are,  after all, trusting their lives to your aeronautical skill and judgment.” 

 
Each of us should have personal limits. If you do not have any limits, you will discover your limits the hard 
(and expensive) way by breaking something.  
 
Assessing Risk  
Of course, it is a lot easier to manage risk once you have assessed it. The FAA (yes, I really like them) has a 
guide about the risk associated with crosswinds. If you do not know your limits, it is obviously a good place to 
start.   
 
So what is that crosswind component? 
If a tower controller is there to give you the wind, half the effort disappears. But what about the uncontrolled 
fields? Well, the speed is a bit difficult for stronger winds. FAA standards require that the windsock be fully 
extended at speeds of 15kts. To determine the crosswind component is very easy. (Thanks to L.Hodgkinson 
for showing me this method). 
Imagine the ancient analog watch (the one with hands). 
15 on a watch is quarter past (crosswind is a quarter of the total wind) 
30 on a watch is half past (crosswind is half the total wind) 
45 on a watch is 3 quarters past (crosswind is 3 quarters the total wind) 
 
Therefore, if the wind is 20 kts and 30 degrees off the runway, the crosswind component is 15kts (right on the 
max demonstrated for most of our fleet). 
Summertime is here (apparently), and with it the strong winds. If you are not comfortable with crosswinds, 
take an instructor up and start adjusting your crosswind limits. 
 



 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those that have supported me and 
enquired as to how I am doing after the plane crash. 
  
A special and heartfelt thanks goes out to:  
  
Alexia who came and took excellent care of me while I was in shock and for calming my 
nerves and staying with me all the way back to Cape Town. 
  
Also, Mr. Alwyn Du Plessis of Robertson Flying club who was the first person on the scene, 
for the amazing support and assistance and for accommodating me at the Robertson 
clubhouse, ensuring that I was not left alone. 
  
Mr. Wesselman and Francois, who came out to Robertson to assist me and ensure that I 
make it back to Cape Town safely. Also, to JP from ATC who was considerate and kept me 
calm at the time of my call and also Frans from the CAA who, on every call, always 
enquired as to whether I am okay. 
  
The whole situation was handled in such an impressive, quick and professional manner and it 
made it clear to me that aviation in SA is of high standard and taken very seriously especially 
when someone’s life is at stake. 
  
I do apologize for the loss of the aircraft and to those members whose bookings had to be 
rescheduled. 
  
Hats off to the amazing and considerate members of CTFC for enquiring as to my wellbeing 
and a big up to the Man up there for keeping me here today. 
  
It was an experience for which I pray that no pilot has to go through. The passion is innate to 
me and if a plane crash won’t stop me from flying then I don’t think that anything else can. 
  
Many thanks 
God bless 
  
Avinesh Kassan 
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A Special Thanks 



 
 
 
  

DATE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT CT / FK A/C INSTRUCTOR EXAMINER 

26/09/2009 Calle Hedberg IF CT KSS P. Wesselman D. Lempp 

27/09/2008 Chris Leatt 1st Solo Greyton JAD J. van Zyl W. Watkins 

11/09/2009 Jacque Visser Night Rating CT KBK M. Mann J. van Zyl 

30/10/2009 Roland Boltman IF CT KBK P. Erasmus G. Borstlap 

       

       

       

       

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

To be announced 
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Achievements 

Courses for 2009 

Welcome to all the new members 
Aubrey Mussche 
Ismail Boda 
Adrian Campbell 
Bradley Finnegan 
Lee-Joe Fortuin 
Timothy Irvine 
Frans Immelman (Apologies for the late entry) 
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Great news, great news  
Special offer on the RV7 for all those who haven't flown it yet  
CTFC will pay for 1 hour of instruction towards your conversion ont o 
the RV7  
Hurry, Hurry as this offer is limited to the first 10 peopl e only.  
  
Just in case you don't know, the RV7 is the sports car of the sky. 
Extremely fun to fly, fast, great rate of climb at 2400 fpm plus, and at 
the same rate as a JDN or KBK, it’s a no brainer.  
  
Steve Isaacson is also available for aerobatic training on t he RV7 for 
those who want to broaden their flying skills and to have some rea l 
fun.  
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FANTASTIC OFFER 



   
 
 
 
We have decided to include a column in the newsletter where we give the members good 
rules of thumb and safety tips that can be used in everyday flying. I would also like to 
encourage students or members to use this column to ask any questions that you have always 
wondered about and would like a better description of. Please remember that there is no such 
thing as a stupid question, unless the question is why do people fly. 
 
Please forward any questions to Jaco van Zyl at grummanaa5b@gmail.com. Now lets take a 
look at the second rule of thumb.  
 
Johnny has been offered a flip in a friend of his mustang and all Johnny has to do is pay for 
the fuel. ( Lucky sod) 
 
Johnny asks the following: “HOW MUCH WOULD THE FUEL COST ME?” 
 
So this rule of thumb will enable you to quickly calculate the fuel consumption of any 
reciprocating piston engine aircraft.  And the rule to use is : 
 
“0.5 pounds of fuel per horsepower per hour” 
 
So let’s make some sense of this. The P51 mustang has a 1200HP engine and we will assume 
that we will be flying at 75% power therefore: 
 
1200HP x 75% = 900HP x 0.5 Lbs/per HP/ Hour = 450Lbs per hour divided by 6Lbs per 
Gallon = 75 gallons per hour. 
 
Let’s see how this works for our Tomahawk as most of us won’t be so lucky to fly in the 
Mustang: 
 
100HP x 65% = 65HP x 0.5 Lbs/per HP/hour = 32.5 Lbs per hour divided by 6Lbs per 
Gallon = 5.4 gallons per hour. 
 
PLEASE remember that the tips provided in this column is for your information only and 
should in no way replace your own fuel planning for each flight and that it is still your 
responsibility to do proper flight planning with reference to your aircraft operating manual.  
 
Safe flying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 101 Rules of thumb and safety tips to make you a safer better pilot  
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While the C-5 was turning over its engines, a female 
crewman gave the G.I.s on board the usual  
information regarding seat belts, emergency exits, etc. 
 
Finally, she said, 'Now sit back and enjoy your trip 
while your captain, Judith Campbell, and crew  
take you safely to Afghanistan ' 
 
An old MSgt. sitting in the eighth row thought to 
himself, 
'Did I hear her right? Is the captain a woman? ' 
 
When the attendant came by he said 'Did I understand 
you right? Is the captain a woman?' 
'Yes,'! said the attendant, 'In fact, this entire crew is 
female.' 
 

'My Word,' he said, 'I wish I had two double scotch 
and sodas. I don't know what to think  
with only women up there in the cockpit.'  
 
'That's another thing, Sergeant,' said the crew 
member, 
'We No Longer Call It The Cockpit' 
 
'It's The Box Office.'    

Michelle Joffee 

 Humour Me  
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They obviously didn’t read the 1st page 
of this newsletter, hey Piano   

I know pilots don’t always know it all 
anchovy, if they did they would know 
about the yearend party on 21 Nov 


